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Executive summary 

  

Introduction 

CGO Ecology Ltd carried out a nocturnal survey at 1 Annett Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, 

KT12 2JR (TQ 1026 6678) for developer East Street Homes (South East) Limited. The site is 

subject to a proposal to demolish the existing buildings and replace them with a residential 

development. A Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) in October 2019 identified that building 

1 had ‘low’ bat roost potential, and as such, required one dusk or dawn survey to determine 

whether it is being used by roosting bats.  

Methodology 

A single dusk emergence survey was conducted on 5th May 2020, from 20:17 to 22:30, 

following standard national guidelines (Collins, 2016). Two surveyor positions observed the 

building from opposite aspects, watching cladding and damaged tiles that had been identified 

as possible roost access features. Full-spectrum electronic detectors were used to record bat 

calls and identify the species. The conditions were suitable for bat flight, and there were no 

limitations. The surveyors were James Mansfield (2020-44740-CLS-CLS) and Ashleigh 

Mansfield.  

Results 

No bats were seen emerging or re-entering the building. Very low amounts of activity from two 

species (common pipistrelle, soprano pipistrelle) was recorded around the site.  

Conclusions and recommendations 

The results established that the building is not currently used by roosting bats, and building 1 

can been reclassified as offering ‘negligible’ bat roost potential. Demolition can now proceed 

without further bat constraints. The site appears to be on the commuting route for at least two 

bats. Any external lighting must use timers and directional lights to minimise impact on bats. 

As an enhancement, four batboxes (e.g. Schwegler woodcrete 2FR ‘bat tubes’) should be 

installed on south or east elevations below the eaves.  
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1. Introduction 

CGO Ecology Ltd was instructed by Steve Jones from East Street Homes (South East) Limited, 
to carry out the nocturnal bat survey at light industrial and residential site at 1 Annett Road, 
Walton-on-Thames, Surrey, KT12 2JR (TQ 1026 6678). The client wishes to demolish and 
redevelop the site. A Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) of building 1 (B1), carried out by CGO 
Ecology Ltd in October 2019 (Day, 2019), found that the building had low potential to 
support roosting bats. This triggered the need for a nocturnal survey. 

The number of nocturnal surveys required is derived from the level of potential concluded by the 
PRA. Buildings with high potential (or confirmed roosts) require at least three surveys (two dusks, 
one dawn). Buildings with moderate potential require two surveys (one dusk, one dawn). Buildings 
with low potential require just one survey (dusk or dawn). Thus, a single nocturnal survey was 
required to determine bat presence-absence prior to the proposed demolition. 

2. Methodology 

A single dusk survey was conducted on 5th May 2020, from 20:17 to 22:30, with sunset being at 
20:32. The lead surveyor was experienced bat worker James Mansfield (Natural England level 2 
class licence 2020-44740-CLS-CLS), assisted by experienced bat surveyor Ashleigh Mansfield. 
The surveyors were positioned on opposite sides of B1, to watch different aspects of the building, 
in a way that was sufficient to observe all features of interest.  

The survey followed standard Bat Conservation Trust methodologies (Collins, 2016). The survey 
began 15 minutes before sunset and continued nearly two hours after sunset. The conditions 
were suitable for bat flight (start temperature 11°C, end temperature 10°C, cloud cover 0%, light 
breeze, no rain).  

The surveyors recorded all bat activity around the property, using hand-held electronic bat 
detectors that can record ultrasound bat calls, and identify the species present. Surveyors focus 
their line of sight on the building, to ensure no emerging bats are missed. All activity is recorded 
on a plan and survey sheet. The surveyor positions are shown in Figure 1 below.  

 
Figure 1 - Surveyor locations and bat activity. Aerial image from Google Maps. 

CGO Ecology uses Echo Meter Touch 2TM full-spectrum bat detectors and software, paired with 
Apple and Android devices. This enables real-time identification and recording of bat calls. CGO 
Ecology also uses Elekon Batlogger M full-spectrum bat detectors, with integrate global 
positioning system (GPS), temperature logger, and auto-identification software.  

There were no limitations. The survey was carried out by competent surveyors utilising suitable 
equipment.  

B1 
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3. Results 

No bats were seen to emerge from, or re-enter, B1. No bats were seen foraging within the site 
boundary, and only two bat passes were recorded over the site. These were of bats commuting 
northeast (see Figure 1, Table 1).  

Activity from two bat species was recorded: common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) and 
soprano pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pygmaeus). Overall levels of activity around the building were very 
low throughout the survey.  

The bat call registrations were as follows: position 1 recorded two commuting common 
pipistrelles; position 2 recorded a single soprano pipistrelle pass which was detected but not seen.  

Species Location 

Common pipistrelle  
Marked as ‘1’ on Figure 1. Commuting, flying northeast. Recorded at 
position 1.   

Common pipistrelle  
Marked as ‘2’ on Figure 1. Commuting, flying northeast. Recorded at 
position 2.  

Soprano pipistrelle  Marked as ‘3’ on Figure 1. Detected but not seen.  

Table 1 - Bat activity recorded around B1, as shown in Figure 1. 

 

4. Conclusions and recommendations 

The results confirm that B1 does not support any active bat roosts. No emergence or re-entry was 
seen, and together with the PRA (Day, 2019), this rules out the possibility of a bat roost being 
present in B1. Due to the limited roost potential and poor habitat connectivity, an autumn 
transitionary or hibernation roost have also been ruled out.  

The nocturnal survey has shown that bats occasionally utilise the site boundary, most likely as a 
commuting path between roosts and foraging locations. The new residential development must 
adopt a sympathetic lighting scheme in line with recent guidance (BCT & ILP, 2018), so that 
external lighting does not impact on local bat populations. External lighting should be directional 
and have a timer/infrared sensor, so that it is only lit for short periods.  

In line with the National Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG, 2019) requirements for biodiversity 
net gain, it is recommended that four batboxes (e.g. Schwegler woodcrete 2FR ‘bat tubes’) be 
incorporated into the scheme’s design, to provide new roosting habitat for bats (cf. Mitchell-Jones, 
2004). These should be installed at a minimum of three metres above the ground, ideally under 
the eaves, at a sunny location on the east or south elevations.  
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