
 
To:  Planning Department of Guildford Borough Council        
 
From: Heritage Conservation Group: Archaeology 
 
Application Number: 19/P/00732 and /00733 
 
Date Consultation Received: 11/11/2019 
 
Address:  Diocesan House, Quarry Street, Guildford  
 
Proposal: Demolition of 20th century extension and replacement with new dwellings etc 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments: 
 
I can confirm that the revisions do not alter my previous advice which I have copied below for 
information. 
 
The site lies within the designated Area of High Archaeological Potential for the historic centre of 
Guildford. It is likely that evidence for the origins and development of the town exists within this area. 
Investigations nearby have recovered evidence for later medieval activity, and this site has the 
potential to produce evidence of a similar, if not earlier, nature. 
 
The application is supported by a desk based archaeological assessment  prepared by the 
Southampton Archaeology Unit which correctly identifies the archaeological potential of the site and 
concludes that the proposal is likely to destroy any archaeological remains that may be present 
although it is unclear to what extent the current buildings have disturbed underlying deposits. 
 
Normally the proper course of action would be to carry out an archaeological evaluation of the site so 
that appropriate mitigation measures can be designed. However, in this case the small area of the 
new build outside of the existing footprint means that a programme of archaeological monitoring and 
recording (detailed watching brief) during the removal of the existing foundations and the excavations 
required for the new structures would be more appropriate. 
 
This will ensure that any archaeological remains are identified and recorded by a professional 
archaeologist and so it is important  that sufficient time is allowed in the programme to ensure that 
any remains that are revealed are properly recorded and excavated in line with appropriate 
professional standards. 
 
The work could be secured by attaching the following condition should consent be granted. 
 
“No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a programme 
of archaeological work in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation which has been 
submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signed: Nick Truckle, Archaeological Officer    Date: 2/12/2019 

      File Ref: Con/33/7/7 
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